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. 
Juvenile Delinquency and The Home 
BASIL L. Q. HENRIQUES 
During recent months, Juvenile Delinquency has caused increasing anxiety 
and concern amongst Christians and Jews alike. We asked the Chairman of 


the East London Children’s Court to write on the importance of the home in 
relation to this common problem. 


HE official figures for 1948 show the serious increase over 1947 of 26°% 

for those between the ages of 8 and 14 who have been found guilty 

of indictable offences, and of 23% for those between 14 and 17. Neverthe- 

less, it would be wrong to deduce that there is a crime wave among 

children to-day, or that the children and young persons are depraved. 

They definitely are not. But they have been terribly handicapped by cir- 

cumstances which are in no way their fault. The problem which faces the 

nation is how to compensate them for these handicaps, so that they can 

become the splendid men and women which they could be, if only they 
were given the chance. 


The Disaster of the Unhappy Home 

There is nothing which causes juvenile delinquency more than broken 
or unhappy homes. It is absolutely amazing how few of the children 
before the Courts come from homes where both parents are living happily 
together. Many of them are either without a mother or a father, or 
have a step-parent with whom they do not get on. 

Many have parents who have been separated or divorced, and many 
live in homes where their parents are continually quarrelling in front of 
them. They feel insecure ; they have divided loyalties ; they are un- 
happy. Then, again, there are some children whose parents married 
because the mother was pregnant at the time, or who know that they are 
illegitimate. They feel unwanted, and they too are unhappy, and it is more 
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often the unhappy child and not the criminally-minded child who comes 
before the Court. 

During the war many men and women got married with little thought 
about the consequences. They were often perforce separated for several 
years, and when they were reunited after the war they had become strangers 
to one another, both accustomed to their own way instead of having learnt 
to become interdependent. 

Moreover, the effects of evacuation are still being felt. The children 
were deprived of parental influence during their childhood, and when they 
returned home many of them were estranged to their parents. In a few 
cases the parents did not really want them back. In many more cases the 
children were happier with their foster-parents than in their own homes. 

Today, the marriage vows seem to be losing their sanctity. Marriage 
Guidance Councils can do much to remedy this, not only by impressing 
upon young people the fearful responsibilities and difficulties of marriage, 
but also by assisting them to surmount those difficulties should they arise. 
No Priest or Rabbi should bind together a man and woman until he is 
satisfied that they realise all that marriage means. 

Judaism has always emphasised by its many home ceremonials the 
sanctity of the home. The child must be “ diligently taught ” dy its parent 
to love God and goodness and truth, and to have the love of God im- 
printed on his heart. He must feel that the Spirit of Love, which is God, 
permeates his home, and that beauty and truth, which are manifestations 
of His righteousness, prevail there. He will not then be afraid of God, 
but he will stand before Him in awe, and in reverence will he strive to obey 
His Law. He will seek to be Holy, even as He is Holy, because “* 1 am the 
Lord.” 


Importance of Adult Example 

The inculcation of religion in the child cannot be done in the Schools. 
They can be taught there a knowledge of religion, but the religious life 
can only really be understood and appreciated when children see it actually 
practised in their homes. And that is what every Priest and Rabbi needs 
to tell the potential parents before he blesses them in marriage, and what 
he needs continually to impress upon those who are already parents. 

Children today are being brought up in an atmosphere of lower 
moral standards. They hear adults scheming to evade income tax or 
customs duty, or discussing among themselves how they have been able 
illegally to get petrol or food through the black-market. When there are 
so many adults who are deliberately seeking to evade rather than to adhere 
to the law, the child sees no reason why the great eternal moral laws should 
not similarly be evaded rather than kept. 
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Again, the doctrine, often heard by the child, especially from street- 
corner orators, that the end justifies the means, also has a nefarious effect 
upon him. “I saw; I wanted; I took,” is a theme often propounded by 


those found guilty of offences. 


The Need for Discipline and Punishment 

The fear of consequences has always been a deterrent for wrong-doing. 
It is, admittedly, a poor motive for keeping straight, but it is one which has 
undoubtedly helped the weak in their moments of temptation—the 
motorist in speeding, the thief in stealing. The knowledge that there will 
be punishment in store for those who break the law keeps many from 
breaking it. A wisely administered punishment, whether by the parent or 
the teacher, actually helps a child to resist temptation. There were far 
fewer divorces when divorcees were socially ostracised. Many boys who 
have been severely punished by their parents for lying or stealing have 
taken care not to repeat the offence. But in many of the homes from which 
the children come, the discipline is uneven. They are punished one day for 
acts of which no notice is taken on another. 

It is mght to reason with a child or young person—for he has a great 
sense of justice—but if he inflicts a wrong on others, he must be made to 
understand, and if necessary to feel, that he in turn must suffer for the 
wrong he has done them. The discipline in some of the “ Progressive ” 
Schools is, therefore, somewhat puzzling. The conception that repressions 
are bad for children does not, in theory at any rate, seem to satisfy the 
very great need today tor self-discipline and self-control. Man has to 
repress or sublimate his animal instincts. It is the great privilege of the 
well-educated boy that he has had to do things he did not want to do at 
times when he did not want to do them, and to refrain from doing what he 
wanted to do when he most desired todo so. This kind of discipline seems 
to be weakening in some of the schools with the result that many boys who 
appear before the Courts are there because they have not been taught the 
necessary control. They have not learnt how to repress an impulsive 
desire. 

The serious effects of the interruption in education during the war are 
not fully appreciated. Many had so little regular schooling that they are 
today seriously mentally retarded. It must also be remembered that the 
years which ought to have been the happiest of their lives, were spent in 
darkness and fear, so that they have grown up with a sense of insecurity 
which has intensified the natural instability of adolescence, and which is 
in no way remedied by the existing condition of international relationships. 
They have, too, a longing for brightness, fun and amusement. 
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One cannot blame the children if they are being badly brought up, 
any more than they can be held responsible for the mischief they do out of 
adventure or out of boredom, when society has not provided sufficient 
outlets for their perfectly normal high spirits, nor supplied them adequately 
with the right kind of activities for the occupation of their leisure in Play 
Centres, Clubs and other Youth Organisations, or with open spaces and 
playing fields where they can give vent to their natural energy. 


If there is such overcrowding in their homes that the street becomes 
their nursery, it is unfair to blame the children if they get into trouble. 
Nor can the children be at fault if their mother is permitted to go out to 
work during the hours when they need her most in the home. 


Every parish of the country must see that there are adequate healthy 
recreational facilities for the young of all ages. Halls are not enough; 
leaders are also wanted. The call to the service of youth is surely a call 
from God Himself. The State can provide the material amenities for fts 
citizens, but only man can love his individual neighbour, which even those 
who have no use for religion maintain to be the greatest of all command- 
ments. 


The Churches of all denominations must not hold up their hands in 
horror; they must take action; they must cry aloud until the social evils 
which are causing delinquency are put right. 


Adventures in Mutual Understanding Tennyson 


An account of what is being done by the Council of Citizens of East London. 


ie Council of Citizens of East London was originally formed 
in 1936 by prominent non-Jewish citizens of Stepney whose 
indignation was aroused by fascist attempts to stir up racial hatred 
in that area. In co-operation with other bodies the Council successfully 
urged the introduction of legislation designed to restrict the fascists’ 
use of antisemitism as a political weapon. In 1948 the Council was 
revived to meet the post-war situation and is working to prevent, rather 
than merely to counteract, prejudice and is attempting to promote sound 
inter-group relations, chiefly by educational methods. 

While the different groups—ethnic, racial or religious—which make 
up our society all enjoy full civic and social rights, there is still con- 
siderable evidence of tension. But since we are in fact all ** members one 
of another” the full enjoyment of our democratic way of life demands 
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the co-operation of every section of the community. It is important 
therefore that from their earliest childhood members of each group should 
be taught to regard differences between their own and other groups as 
valuable and enriching factors in their common life. 


Nowhere in England are there greater opportunities for such 
adventures in mutual understanding than in East London, which has 
attracted the immigrant and the refugee from Ireland, France, Belgium, 
Germany and Eastern Europe. A great many of our industries—70% 
of them perhaps—have been built up by immigrant groups since the 
arrival of the Hugenots and the Flemish Protestants in the 17th century. 
Here in our midst, therefore, we have the richest possible material for 
this education in democracy. It is here that the work of the Council of 
Citizens of East London is developing. 


Scene at Fascist Rally, 1937. (Topical Press) 
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A Schools’ Committee set up with the blessing of the L.C.C. 
Divisional Inspector, is preparing material for use in local schools. 
A series of film strips, under the general heading Unity in Diversity, will 
deal with such subjects as ‘The Meaning of Democracy,” ‘ The 
Growth of Tolerance and its Importance to Democracy,” “* Prejudice : 
Democracy’s Enemy,” “Man: One Family” (dealing with Racial 
Theory and with the interdependence of civilisations), ** East End Com- 
munities.” A further series on The Ways We Worship God will deal 
with the practices of Catholicism, Protestantism and Judaism. The Schools’ 
Committee is also preparing bulletins on local history, giving information 
about the traditions of the various East End groups and their contributions 
to our common life. These bulletins will be distributed to the schools 
by the L.C.C. for use by teachers. Other projects of the Schools’ Com- 
mittee include the preparation of material suitable for the use of joint 
assemblies in schools where the children are of mixed faiths, and 
experimenting with simple techniques for testing group relations and 
attitudes in schools. 

In clubs, the Council has already made good use of the Trio Teams 
formed by the Council of Christians and Jews in which a Protestant, 
a Catholic and a Jew discuss some subject of general interest chosen by 
the club itself. It is hoped to extend the use of these teams, particularly 
in areas where there is evidence of tension between the communities. 
The Council is also at work on a pageant play on the Story of the Peoples 
of Stepney. This will eventually be presented by combined Dramatic 
Societies. 

A series of Sunday evening talks has been held recently at Toynbee 
Hall under the auspices of the Council. Under the general title of Under- 
standing our Neighbours these talks have been given by such outstanding 
speakers as Harold Nicolson, Tom Driberg, Dr. James Parkes and 
Canon T. Fitzgerald. The series ended with a Brains Trust and Film 
Show on Action For Unity. Parallel with this series a lunch-time course 
has been arranged by one of the Stepney Evening Institutes on Inter-group 
Relations. This course is aimed primarily to arouse the interest of social 
workers and religious leaders and as a prelude to a full-scale course 
starting with the new academic year in the autumn. 


Areas of Tension 

The Council is keeping a vigilant watch on areas of tension. When 
unpleasant incidents of an inter-racial character are reported, contact is 
at once established with prominent local citizens, and an attempt made to 
initiate action appropriate to the particular circumstances of the case. 
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Clergy and Social Workers meet in E. London to discuss Jewish - Christian 
relations, 1949. (Halifax Photos) 


Talks by local headmasters to their boys, resolutions passed by Parish 
Councils and other responsible bodies, or a statement to the press may 
all help to arouse the public conscience. Before the Borough Council 
elections the Council issued a manifesto deploring the use of racial 
intolerance as a political weapon, and pointing out that our democracy 
depended for its very existence on the principle of fair-play and mutual 
respect. 

In work as new and unusual as that which the Council has under- 
taken, it is natural that progress should be slow, but I feel that in the first 
nine months we can claim to have laid the foundations for a really 
significant and constructive contribution to the improvement of human 
relations. Opportunities for development are manifold. We are trying 
to reach the factory and workshop and the man in the street, as well as 
the club member and the school child. 
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The Council, which has so far been primarily concerned with Stepney, 
is extending its work in the boroughs of Hackney and Stoke Newington, 
which have now become the chief centres of fascist and antisemitic 
activity. We already have representatives of Hackney on the general 
Council as well as on the Executive Committee and we are waiting for 
our work in Stepney to mature so that we can interest the appropriate 
authorities in Hackney in using our methods and material. 

The fact that we have aroused the active interest of teachers and club 
leaders in the areas in which we have been able to start work, con- 
vinces me that we are meeting an urgent need. 


South Africa Explained ALAN PATON 


Recent events have focussed world interest on South Africa. The need for 
balanced information is obvious. Common Ground, because of its concern in 
the general field of racial relations, has therefore asked Alan Paton, author 
of Cry, the Beloved Country—one of the most impressive novels South Africa * 
has ever produced—for a summary of the situation. Alan Paton is closely 
connected with the South African Society of Jews and- Christians. 


OUTH AFRICA has racial problems of an intensity and complexity 
unknown to any other country. Three hundred years ago the 
Dutch came to the Cape with no intention of founding a colony. But 
once here they found a life of their own; they resented the unimaginative 
control of the Dutch East India Company, and gradually they extended 
their settlements further and further away from Cape Town and Table 
Mountain. 

The aboriginal inhabitants of the country, the not very aggressive 
Hottentots, and the much more aggressive but animal-like Bushmen, 
could not hinder this advance, and the Hottentots were subjugated, while 
the Bushmen fled into the mountains and caves, gradually to be exterminated 
for their depredations and their irreconcilability. 

The Dutchman became the trekker, the patriarch with his flocks and 
herds; he was tough and impatient of rule; in isolation his language 
changed and simplified; he clung tenaciously to his religion, and because 
of his life and ways had a special love for the stories of the patriarchs. 
There was always to be a struggle between his Old Testament and his New 
Testament religion. 


Forces which moulded the Afrikaner 

But though here was already the beginning of the modern Afrikaner, 
the two great moulding influences of the race were yet to be encountered. 
One it encountered now, for as it moved northwards, the Bantu tribes 
moved south ; and between them there was always a frontier warfare. 
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The Black man became truly a part of the White man’s mind; he swooped 
down on him in the dark, wiping him out, committing acts of ferocity 
and cruelty, such as are common to war. 

When the modern Afrikaner accuses the European visitor of not 
understanding South Africa, what he means is that the European thinks 
of the Black man in terms of liberty, development, and justice while the 
Afrikaner thinks of him in terms of history, of war and murder and the 
struggle for survival. 

So grew up in the mind of the Afrikaner a massive, unequivocal, 
and deeply motivated attitude towards the Black man. His forebears had 
been as guilty as any race of loose living and careless begetting, but the 
Afrikaner himself hardened; it became the guarantee of survival and 
the iron law that no white man had any commerce with a Black man, 
except as servant or slave. Above all, no White man had any commerce 
with a Black woman. 

So, unique in history, a small White race moved into the heart of a 
Black country, preserving its purity and integrity. It was something 
deeper than morality; it was more powerful than hate, though hate 
played its part in it; it was the will to survive. 


Arrival of the British Settler 

It was into this world that came the second great moulding force, 
the Empire-building Englishman. He arrived at the Cape at the beginning 
of the 19th century. He understood neither the hatred of authority nor 
the deeply-motivated attitude of the Afrikaner towards the Black. 
His missionaries understood it less, and they preached a doctrine of love 
and brotherhood and equality that roused the anger of the Trekkers. 

So came the great Trek, superficially because of the abolition of 
slavery, profoundly because of the Trekkers’ hatred of this new, alien, 
and incompatible culture. They took by conquest of the Native tribes, 
the Orange Free State, the Transvaal, and Natal. They set aside land for 
the defeated, but as we see now, not enough. But from the maritime 
province of Natal they were expelled by the power of a sea-faring nation. 

The Cape and Natal became parts of the great British Empire, and 
in both of them many Afrikaners settled down under English authority, 
acquiring English ways and adopting English traditions, going to English 
universities, and helping to diversify yet further the strange culture of our 
Strange country. 

British settlers came out to both the Cape and Natal, bringing with 
them British traditions of Empire and European traditions of democracy. 
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THE GREAT TREK 
Battle of Vegkop. Trekkers withstand an attack from Matabele warriors who, 
however, drove off the oxen, leaving the trekkers stranded in the veld. 
From 19th Cent. engraving. 


(Photo: S. Africa House) 


But even as the Afrikaner was moulded by them, so were they by him. 
Ideas were changed, moralities were modified, by the desire of White men 
to survive on a Black Continent. 

The Natal settlers added to the already complex racial pattern by 
bringing out Indian labourers to work on the canefields. These settlers, 
and others who came with them, spread out into commerce and agriculture: 
some of them became merchants wealthy beyond many a White man’s 
dream. Under the influence of Downing Street their treatment was not 
illiberal; but under the influence of White South Africa and its will to 
survive, they too became the objects of hatred and fear. 


The Union of South Africa 

But history was not done with us yet. Great mineral wealth was 
discovered, first diamonds, but more importantly gold in the Transvaal. 
Cities grew which were destined, with the growth of mining and industry, 
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to attract Natives in increasing numbers to the towns, to corrupt them, 
and to damage their tribal system beyond repair. White immigrants, not 
a few of them Jews, streamed into the Boer republic, setting up new stresses 
and strains, which resulted in the two Anglo-Boer wars, or, as the 
Afrikaners call them, the Wars of Freedom. 

Britain won the tragic and unequal struggle that ended in 1902, 
but in 1906 Campbell-Bannerman restored self-government and in 1910 
Botha, Smuts, Hertzog, Merriman and others achieved the Union of South 
Africa. By this old hurts were healed, but many were not. The two 
streams were to mingle more and more in inter-marriage and to be 
separated more and more in the schools. The Mendelian law operated 
here, and the children of mixed marriages often reverted to one or other 


of the original types. 


Justice or Survival ? 

But Afrikaner nationalism, such was its history, such its long struggle 
and its many wounds, such its will to survive, went into opposition under 
Hertzog two years after Union was achieved. With the aid of Labour it 
came to power in 1924, defeating Smuts and the South African Party. 
In 1933, under economic stress, Hertzog and Smuts formed the United 
Party. In 1939 Smuts and Hertzog differed on participation in the war, 
and Smuts carried the day with a majority of 13. 

But war or no war, the deep problems of South Africa were always in 
men’s minds. Smut’s lieutenant, J. H. Hofmeyr, began to speak about 
them, declaring (as I interpret him) that justice was as important as 
survival. He could have spoken about nothing more likely to bring 
about his downfall. And Smuts and he fell, to the astonishment of the 
world and the country, in 1948 when the Nationalists defeated the United 


Party. 


And Now ? 
I have written this sketch for you to show you the long history, the 


dogged persistence, the deep roots, of Afrikaner nationalism. Its 
enemies declare it to be anti-English, anti-Jew, anti-Native, anti-Indian; 
it declares itself to be pro-Afrikaner. You should now be able to under- 
stand both these statements. 

You ask me what is going to happen now ? Who knows ? But some 
things can be said. It seems likely that the United Party will never return 
to power, unless some accidental or extraneous crisis obscures the 
fundamental South African issues. It will certainly never be returned 
if it expels its liberals; for in the matter of survival it cannot compete with 
its opponents. It must not be supposed that the present Nationalist and 
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United Parties differ profoundly on these issues. It might be said that 
the Nationalist programme is “ We will ensure survival, but we shall 
try to be just,” and the United Party programme is ‘ We shall try to be 
just but we will ensure survival.” 


The Conflict which leads to Apartheid 

On the whole it would appear that White South Africa wants survival 
put first. But it is well-known that the Nationalist extreme wing places the 
overwhelming emphasis on survival, and that the United Party liberal wing 
(the Hofmeyr wing) would, to say the least, give some important place to 
the demands of justice, though it would advance practical as well as moral 
reasons for the wisdom of its programme. No one knows, of course, 
the real weight of the liberal wing; it may be no more than a feather. 

It is conceivable, therefore, that the two parties might shed their 
wings, and coalesce on a moderate policy. But it is conceivable that the 
two Nationalist wings may compose their own differences in the interest 
of Afrikanerdom. It is of this that the English-speaking South African 
is afraid. And this fear is increased by the fact that the Afrikaner rate of 
increase is greater than his own. 

What would happen to the Commonwealth issue if the first kind of 


coalition took place ? Would the cutting of the retention of the Common-. 


wealth link be the price of it? That no one can say. This issue has 
always obscured the deeper issues; many liberal Afrikaners, that is, not 
entirely opposed to the development of the Native races, vote traditionally 
Nationalist, and many illiberal English South Africans vote traditionally 
United Party. 

There is another thing to be remembered. The Afrikaners are a deeply 
religious people, and I have already pointed out that there is a struggle 
between their Old and their New Testament religion. It is because of this 
conflict that apartheid, that is, segregation or separation is represented, 
not only as a means of survival, but as a Christian duty towards the 
African, to prevent his further disintegration and corruption. 


Struggle in the Heart of Man 

But there might conceivably come a point when the demands of 
survival would be felt by many Christian Afrikaners to be intolerable. 
This is an issue that has so far been almost totally obscured by the con- 
stitutional issue. It must not be supposed that our present struggle between 
fear and conscience, between survival and justice, is a struggle between 
parties ; still less that it is a struggle between races. It is a struggle in the 
heart of man. Or if we prefer truth to poetry, we should say that it is a 
struggle in the heart of the White man. j 


14 


“a 


a 
4 

te 

: | 


In this struggle the Black man must for the time play the part of 
observer; he has not the military strength, the labour organisation, the 
education, the money, to fit him for a more active role. His only weapons, 
though they are powerful enough, are his numerical superiority and his 
growing resentment; and most powerful of all, his Africanness. 


Recent Events 

Important events have recently taken place. The Liberal wing has 
suffered a grievous loss through the death of Mr. Hofmeyr, and its future 
at the moment is uncertain. The Prime Minister has attended a meeting of 
Commonwealth Prime Ministers, and is reported to have made an im- 
portant contribution to the new arrangement by which the Republic of 
India may stay within the fold; he does not hide the fact that he himself 
remains a Republican, but he does not regard this as the time for further 
loosening of Commonwealth bonds. There may be important reasons for 
this; the first is that he may wish to spend some time in winning some 
English-speaking support for a Republic; the second is that he may wish 
to strengthen the bonds that bind South Africa to Western Europe, 
Britain, America and Australasia; the third is that he may not wish to 
antagonise English-speaking opinion in the rest of Africa, in which 
continent he feels that the Union has an extremely important part to play. 

One thing is quite certain, that if the Nationalists were to snatch 
an opportunist republic, they would cause a breach between the Union and 
British Africa that no one of us will ever see repaired, except perhaps 
through some catastrophic event. English-speaking South Africa is wary, 
not knowing whether to welcome or distrust the Prime Minister’s recent 
moderate and friendly utterances. 


The Durban Riots 
A short while ago there were race-riots in Durban, when Zulus 


attacked Indians with barbaric ferocity. Over a hundred people lost their 
lives, most of the Indians at the hands of the Zulus, and most of the Zulus 
at the hands of the forces of law and order. In our pyramidal race-caste 
society, the native peoples are for the most part at the bottom and the 
white people at the top. A Commission set up to investigate the riots came 
to certain unimpressive conclusions, but many sound and intelligent 
White South Africans think that the deeper causes of the riots were under- 
estimated. That there is Zulu-Indian tension is undoubted, and it is un- 
doubtedly increased by commercial exploitation of Zulus by Indians, 
but many believe that the riots were really an explosion of the pent-up and 
frustrated energies of the lowest stratum of the pyramid, which in its 
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upheaval damaged the one immediately above it. Some Europeans 
regarded the riots with tolerance and good humour, while the Zulus 
accepted this regard with equally good-humoured pleasure, like that of a 
child noticed when he is at play. Such Europeans have no conception of 
the real significance of the powerful forces that they so tolerantly regarded. 
The riots were dangerous and portentous, let us make no mistake about 
that. 


Racial Separation 

South Africans in opposition await now with some eagerness the 
Government’s more constructive plans for racial separation. As yet they 
have heard little of these, but on the whole they reserve judgment, largely 
because, as I have pointed out before, they for the most part sympathise 
with them. And indeed many Liberals would welcome sympathetically 
any part of the separation proposals that would offer an improvement in 
the conditions under which our native peoples live. 

One such proposal has just been announced, namely the decision 
to allow native artisans to build in their own urban and rural areas. But 
unfortunately it has been accompanied by a decision of the opposite kind, 
namely to bring to an end the arrangement by which native school children 
enjoy a free mid-day meal. This was described by Mrs. Ballinger, one of 
the ablest and foremost Liberals, as a “* mean and miserable act; in 
view of the fact that free meals for European children are to continue, this 
does not seem to be anything but the plain and simple truth. The reason 
given, that the Government does not desire to weaken the sense of 
parental duty amongst native people, is therefore mocked at. But it 
justified more than mocking it; is incredible in view of the Government 
indignation that its policy is so misrepresented to, and understood by, the 
world at large. One can only suppose that the moderate Nationalists 
yielded to the extremists on this point, perhaps to make more palatable the 
Prime Minister’s stand on Commonwealth matters. 


Where is South Africa Moving ? 

Where are we going now ? The truth is that no one knows, unless it 
be three or four men in the Cabinet. Are we moving towards the Coalition 
mentioned above, or to a still more determined drive to Afrikanerise the 
Union of South Africa, a drive tempered by the realisation that the Union 
must not alienate its friends in this most dangerous of all worlds ? 

Those who love South Africa deeply, and the Government has no 
monopoly of these, are uncertain and disturbed. This is clear from almost 
any discussion, any cocktail-party, and afternoon tea, at which intelligent 
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people are present. But one thing seems clear; our development into 
an Afrikaner Fascist State, which was deeply feared by both English- 
speaking people and those Afrikaners of the Louis Botha tradition, seems 
for the time to have been indefinitely postponed. 

| repeat what I said above. Constitutional issues have always 
prevented us from an alignment based on our white South African attitudes 
towards the fundamental problem of our country, the black-white 
problem. The Constitutional issue is for the time in abeyance; that 
means we shall continue in our present state, divided on historical lines, 
like separated from like, because like hesitates to seek like, until the age- 
old issue is decided. 

Would the coming of a Republic within the Commonwealth, brought 
about by Dr. Malan with English-speaking help and without the support 
of his extremists, allow us to divide on realistic lines ? Even that question 
| cannot answer, because the extreme Nationalists would then demand 
a Republic outside the Commonwealth, and the old struggle would be 
renewed. At the moment the English-speaking Press is engaged on a 
campaign for the preservation of the Commonwealth link; that means 
we are going to fight to the last ditch. 

That means also, and I say it who am not a Republican, that an 
alignment on the vital issues will be further postponed. And I, who am not 
a Republican, say that that will be a pity. 


Jews in Western Europe E. FEUCHTWANGER 


The Jews came to Western Europe when most of that area formed part of the 
Roman Empire. They were present at the birth of our civilization, when it 
began to take on a character of its own in the 7th and 8th centuries, and they 
have continued part of it ever since. In over 1,000 years their position and 
status have changed greatly, just as the civilization of which they formed part 
has passed through many and varied phases. In three articles it is intended 
to describe briefly what place Jewish communities held in Western Europe at 
successive stages of her history and to outline the effect their presence had on 
the world that surrounded them. 


1. THE MIDDLE AGES 

ISTORIANS have long since discarded the view that the medieval 
world was a dark period of barbarism and superstition. We now 

see it as a splendid Age of Faith, with a world order illuminated by and 
grounded in the dogmas of Christianity. The life of the Jews in medieval 
Europe is also no longer regarded as merely a vale of tears, an unrelieved 
monotony of persecutions and expulsions. Medieval man thought of the 
universe as governed by a divinely pre-ordained plan of salvation in 
which all parts of creation held their own distinct and unique place. 
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The social order, therefore, was part of this created world, a hierarchy, 
not of isolated individuals, but of ranks, estates, crafts and professions, 
each with its rightful and immutably fixed station. 

The Jews were one of these groups. The Christian view of their place 
within the divine scheme had been described in all essentials by St. Paul 
in the Epistle to the Romans : They were living witnesses to the Passion 
and the truth of the articles of Christian faith, but stricken with blindness 
and condemned to eke out their lives in darkness. This figure of the Jew, 
sketched by St. Paul and elsewhere in the New Testament and by many 
others afterwards, was bound to become mythical; it gave the Jews an 
aura which clung to them for a long time making them a mysterious 
object of both awe and contempt. We meet it in literary form in the pages 
of Chaucei and Shakespeare. But in the Middle Ages proper, that is from 
about the 12th to the 14th century, this picture of the Jews was not only 
a myth. It was a reality which formed the framework of their daily 
existence. They lived as outcasts, completely separate and cut off from 
the main body of Christian believers, yet at the same time their position 
was one of privilege. For the heretic or infidel had no place at all in 
medieval society and was driven out or exterminated at the point of the 
sword. 


The Jews in Medieval Society 

The Jews, on the other hand, though regarded as outcasts whose eyes 
were darkened that they might not see, had a place in this closely organized 
and articulated society, and it was a place not without dignity. They 
suffered persecution, murder, rapine and expulsion, when crusades or 
stories of ritual murder inflamed religious passions. But these clashes 
were perhaps more in the nature of wars of religion, fought with zeal on 
both sides, rather than mere blind outrages in which the victims suffer 
without knowing the reason. And even at moments of the greatest terror 
voices might be heard like that of Bernard of Clairvaux, recalling the role 
of Israel as a living witness to the Passion, proclaiming her ultimate 
salvation and asking the zealous crusaders to spare the Jews the violence 
of the sword. 

The spirit of medieval Jewry was remarkably akin to that of their 
Gentile contemporaries : Faith and Authority gave both Christians and 
Jews the strength to endure the chances and perils of this transient life; 
their hope was in the life to come, but this did not weaken the energy and 
zest with which they discharged the burdens of their brief pilgrimage on 
earth. 
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THE CHURCH AND THE SYNAGOGUE 


Statues in Strasbourg Cathedral. This subject was a common convention 

of medieval art. The Church stands with cross in one hand and chalice in the 

other ; the Synagogue with bandaged eyes, broken staff, and the tables of 
the Law falling from her hand. 
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When we come to consider the positive contributions made by the 
Jews to European Civilization in the Middle Ages, it is to the Jewry of 
Spain above all that we must turn. Spain was for the most part outside 
Western Christendom and within the orbit of Islam. This was a civilisation 
far advanced in cultural and scientific achievement, and one in which the 
Jews played a far more active and creative part than they did within 
Christendom. Here they were part and parcel of their environment and 
were Outstanding as statesmen, courtiers, poets, doctors and philosophers. 
Even though they were not immune from occasional outbursts of popular 
wrath, their position was on the whole stable and secure. 


It was the impact of this Arab Civilisation on Western Europe that 
led to the finest and most characteristic flowering of medieval Christendom 
in the 13th century, and more particularly, it was the transmission of the 
works of Aristotle through the scholars of Islam to the Christian scholastics 
which brought Christian orthodoxy to its highest development. In This 
work of translation and transmission, by which Aristotle and his Arab 
commentators and disciples came to the notice of the Schoolmen, the 
Jews of Spain and Western Europe played a decisive part. They, who 
had always maintained a high level of literacy and learning, were the 
translators and mediators. Often it was genuinely creative transmission: 
for example, the influence of Maimonides, the greatest medieval Jewish 
philosopher, on Albertus Magnus, the scholastic, is acknowledged. 
Albertus Magnus in turn was the mentor of Thomas Aquinas,-in whom 
medieval scholasticism reaches its climax and whose comprehensive system 
of thought, delicately compounded of Reason and Revelation, has remained 
an effective influence down to our own day. Avicebron, now known to 
have been the Jew Ibn Gabirol, was another Spanish Jewish philosopher 
whose teachings were widely accepted: Duns Scotus and other Franciscan 
philosophers in the anti-Thomist tradition, many of them from the famous 
Franciscan school at Oxford, owe much to him. 


Jews in Social and Economic Fields 


While Arab-Jewish philosophy was perhaps the most important 
contribution made by the Jews to medieval civilisation, it by no means 
exhausts their influence. The many reform movements that punctuate the 
history of the Middle Ages, some of them heretical, others taken up into 
the fold of the Church to restore her pristine vigour, these reform move- 
ments almost certainly have some connection with Jewry, quite apart from 
any debt they may owe to the Old Testament. 
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The contribution of the Jews in one particular field, however, that 
of economics, has always been especially studied by scholars. The pro- 
hibition of usury and of lending money on interest made it difficult for 
Christians to embark on financial operations, although the degree to 
which this prohibition was enforced varied greatly and left many loop- 
holes. The Jews, on the other hand, by virtue of their position as tolerated 
outcasts, and their exclusion from the corporate order of estates and crafts, 
were forced into the profession of money-lending. Their status made them 
particularly dependent on the grant of privileges and protection from 
secular and ecclesiastical authorities, and these were often only given if the 
Jews in return proved themselves useful as suppliers of fluid capital. 
Thus they might become important as financiers to kings and princes, but 
their eminence was always highly precarious, for if they outlived their 
usefulness, or if the debts owed to them became too burdensome, 
repudiation and expulsion followed and the fury of the mob was un- 
leashed against them. The classic example is the two hundred years’ 
sojourn of the Jews in England between the Conquest and the expulsion 
by Edward I in 1290. 


End of the Medieval Period 

The economic role of the Jews in the Middle Ages has, however, often 
been over-estimated: it is not they who were the chief forerunners of our 
modern capitalist economy. Their legal status was too insecure to make it 
possible for them to store up great masses of hereditary wealth. The 
expulsion and dispersal of Spanish Jewry in 1492 may have had the effect 
of stimulating trade and introducing new commercial methods in some 
centres such as Amsterdam and later London. But by this time the 
stationary medieval economic order was already disappearing, and factors 
other than the Jews had laid the foundations of modern capitalism. 

Towards the end of the Middle Ages, in the period between the 14th 
and the 16th centuries, the position of the Jews in Western Europe greatly 
deteriorated. It was a time of many changes and uncertainties and the 
religious spirit of the age became more sombre and even macabre. 
Especially when the Black Death lashed the populace into frenzied despair 
the Jews felt the scourge. There was a gradual eastward drift, away from 
France and Central Europe, so that the Ghettos (a word then coming 
into usage) of Poland became the main centre of Jewry. 


The second article will deal with the position of the Jews between the end of the 
Middle Ages and the opening of the ghettos 
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Whan Cross Conference, 1949 JOAN E. FUNNELL 


Last summer, the London Society of Jews and Christians held a Conference 
to discuss the part which should be played by Religion in Education. At its 
close, members felt the need for further study of the subject in the sphere of the 
older boy and girl. The result was the Whan Cross Conference in April 
which is described below. 


HE Conference on Religion and the Adolescent organised by the 
London Society of Jews and Christians, was certainiy thought- 
provoking. Whan Cross Conference House in rural Buckinghamshire 
belongs to the Church of England National Society for Religious 
Education, and it formed an ideal setting for intensive discussion. The 
major problem at issue was how to establish a rapprochement between the 
developing adolescent and the mature thinker, and thereby to present 
religion effectively to the younger generation. 

The success of the Conference was enhanced by the very diversity of 
its members. The impression given was of a living whole in which each 
member made a creative contribution from his own particular angle. 
Members included ministers of religion: Jewish—Orthodox and Liberal; 
Christian—Anglican and Free-Church; also educationalists, youth 
leaders and students. The discussions in official times (and long after 
them !) brought out many points of view. It is probable that were 
individuals asked which contribution was most helpful to them during 
this three-days Conference, each would give a different answer, so diverse 
were the lines of approach. Speakers dealt with the problem as they saw it 
in their own spheres of work, and what came out very forcibly in this 
gathering was the implicit sense of service behind the spoken word. 


Need for a New Presentation 

Canon John Collins, Chairman of Christian Action, clearly analysed 
adolescent characteristics, showing that adolescence is primarily an attitude 
of mind which can be found in varying degree from the age of eleven years 
to the undergraduate stage. His point that youth today lives in a par- 
ticularly difficult situation, owing to present spiritual and material 
uncertainties, emerged significantly from time to time throughout the 
Conference. And indeed, some of the rebelliousness of youth to the 
traditional presentations of religion may imply a demand for a new 
presentation which has relevance to the modern situation. It was clear 
that the function of Religious Education was honestly to face the question: 
Is there a God? and at the same time not so much to impose a faith from 
outside but rather to mould a child in whom faith grows naturally. 

Miss Potter, Principal of South Hampstead High School, and the 
Rev. R. W. Stopford, Secretary of the Council of Church of England 
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Training Colleges, approached the problem from specifically educational 
viewpoints. Miss Potter showed, with examples taken from practical 
teaching experience, the necessity in the school community for sound, 
intellectual religious instruction with character-training as a preparation 
for adult life. It was in the schools as a whole that Mr. Stopford called 
for more adequate Scripture teaching given by qualified teachers. The 
Church Training College, with the Chapel at its centre, was endeavouring 
to show a Christian community in action, and this depended very much on 
the quality of the religious education in the schools from which the 
students came. But it was recognised that this type of student community- 
living, with its open discussion of religious and ethical values, can be more 
fully experienced in the Emergency Training Colleges with their older 
students who bring a greater maturity of outlook, than amongst the 
younger students in the two-year Training Colleges. 


Importance of the Leaders 

Dr. Gaon, Senior Minister of the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue, 
Maida Vale: Mr. Henry Shaw, Youth Organiser of the United 
Synagogue; and Mr. John Ramsey, Assistant County Commissioner of 
the North London Boy Scouts, all showed the necessity for friendly, 
understanding leaders in their youth organisations to help train the 
adolescent for wider service in adult life. Dr. Gaon made the additional 
points that ministers should discuss intellectual problems honestly with 
their Youth Fellowships, and that informal visits by adolescents to the 
minister in his home, where he is seen in the setting of ordinary family 
life, were of incalculable value. 

Mr. Kevin Muir, National Treasurer of the Catholic Young Christian 
Workers, spoke of the problems and difficulties of young manual workers. 
It was obvious that adults with wider experience and religious ideals 
had a duty in this field, by working example, to help a happy transition 
from school to adult life. 


The Contribution of Psychology 

Mr. Henderson, of the London University Institute of Education, 
viewed the problems of adolescence mainly from the psychological angle, 
stimulating much discussion. He showed the valuable contribution 
psychology has to make towards the adolescent’s understanding of himself 
and of God. The fields of thought and interest were of too wide a nature 
to be adequately indicated in this short impression of the Conference, 
but one felt that he was attempting to construct a bridge (or even a union) 
between psychological and religious thinking, and that that effort in 
itself was illustrative of the way in which man searches for Truth today. 
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A pessimistic note was sounded on occasion in the talks and dis- 
cussions, but a note of encouragement also came from those who saw, 
in spite of the urgency of the times, the possibility of the attachment of 
our adolescents to religion. In this lies the hope for the future, though it 
was recognised that man may have to see his values in the long term rather 
than expect immediate fulfilment. 

An impression of this Conference could not be complete without 
reference to the feeling of fellowship which permeated all the proceedings. 
Small informal groups with a changing membership followed discussions 
wherever they led. This spirit of fellowship and tolerance was in no 
small measure due to the influence and intellectual lucidity of the Chair- 
man, Dr. I. I. Mattuck, who not only grasped and assessed with 
penetrating insight the thinking and the philosophies of Conference 
members, but contributed also that spiritual illumination without which 
no religious group can be truly called creative. 

We look forward to the Society’s next conference. . 


The Trio Teams I. FINESTEIN 


* Common Ground” asked a member of the first Trio Team to write about 
this new discussion method. 


EADERS of Common Ground will have seen earlier references to the 
teams of speakers operating on behalf of the Council of Christians 
and Jews. The object of the Trios (there are three speakers in each team) 
is to stimulate mutual interest among members of different faiths, in order 
to bring about deeper understanding of one’s own faith and a greater 
respect for that of others. The method of the trio is to encourage dis- 
cussion in the audience by initiating an exchange of views among the 
Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jew who compose the team. The 
themes of discussion vary, according to the demands of audiences, from 
Rights” and Responsibilities of Citizenship,” to Religion 
in Industry” and “ Palestine.” The idea of the trio was evolved in 
America where it has been widely used both in the Armed Forces and in 
civilian life. In this country the experiment, though less than one year 
old, is already sufficiently advanced to make it worth considering the 
extent of its success. 

During last winter a trio team in the London area addressed about 
ten groups of all denominations, adult and youth, differing in cultural and 
other levels. Its success is attested by requests to come again, and by the 
character of the discussions which have been aroused. Questions which 
otherwise would have remained embedded in the minds of many listeners 
and would have continued to perplex and confuse them, were made 
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articulate through the influence of the trio. The questions were answered, 
and uncertainty of facts removed. Members of the trio have been struck 
by the similarity of doubt and interest in audiences of very diverse kinds, 
and they have felt the educational value to themselves of this 
experience. The presence of representatives of the three faiths finding 
agreement among themselves in spite of their respect for the substantial 
differences between them, has impressed denominational audiences with the 
possibility and the desirability of a mutual understanding based on the 
acceptance of diversity. 


How the Trio Team Works 

The main constituent for the success of this approach is the informality 
of the proceedings. There is no fixed pattern for the meetings. There 
need not be a chairman. One member of the trio opens the discussion. 
The other two members join in as they wish, and members of the audience 
may take over at any time. The more the audience participates, the more 
effective the discussion. This procedure does not mean that the trio 
come to the meeting unprepared. Their preparation is directed to the 
creation of a natural meeting of minds rather than a staged symposium. 
The responsiveness of the audience is the measure of their achievement. 

The discussion must be topical if it is to leave a firm impression. 
The trio teams have found a disinclination among audiences to discuss 
theory or attitudes which they have not themselves felt. No matter what 
the formal subject for the evening, the youth club wants the theme related 
to its club life which is a vital influence on the life of its members, and 
adult audiences want to know the significance of the discussion to their 
own working life. The teams have sought to encourage this practical 
view, since their object is to influence men and women in their relations 
with their fellows. It is especially significant that, with all the basic 
differences in the beliefs of the trio members, they are able to find common 
ground in daily life. They try to reveal this common ground to their 
audiences and their task is made easier in that, against the background of 
their differences, their practical co-operation in the struggle against 
ignorance and prejudice stands out in greater relief. 


Supplying Information 

While it would be naive to suppose that prejudice flourishes only in 
ignorance and that it is dissolved as ignorance is diminished, the trio teams 
have found many examples of the simple proposition that ignorance 
produces prejudice. There can be no certainty that enlightenment will 
destroy ill-will and unworthy human motivation, but it is beyond doubt 
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that where facts are wrong and the habit of accepting facts without 
reflection is strong, there will develop prejudice, until prejudice itself comes 
to be rerarded as a virtue. One of the purposes of the trio is to supply 
information. There are no apologetics. Education to think for oneself 
and the inculcation of a tendency to reflect upon facts as they are presented, 
are the only road to happy group relations. The trio teams do not aim 
at a revolution in human nature. They are merely one of the instruments 
making for better living through fair thinking. 

The experiment could usefully be applied over a wider area than 
hitherto. With each meeting, the technique is improved, and the interest 
of the trio members is at least as great as that of the audiences which they 


Visit. 


Commentary 


@ The Pope’s Jubilee 

Eugenio Pacelli, Pope Pius XII, has celebrated this year the jubilee 
of his ordination to the priesthood, which took placein Rome on April 
2nd, 1899. 

In the ten years of his Pontificate, since the last fateful days before 
the war, the major stands that he has made on issues affecting the world 
have been of special concern for bodies like our own Council of Christians 
and Jews: for he has been a truly eirenic Pope. His predecessor, Pius X1, 
wanted to go down to history as the Pope of the Missions, intent through- 
out his life on seeing the Church planted firmly, with an indigenous clergy, 
in lands where as yet there were few permanent Mission Stations and few 
native priests. Pius XII has continued this apostolate; but his distinctive 
contributions to a better future have lain in other, though allied, fields. 

On the side of theological relations between the sundered wings of the 
Christian family, his Encyclical on the Eastern Churches is a landmark: 
for it went some way to allay the fears of the Orthodox that the Roman 
tradition was inimical to the richness of their own Liturgy and modes of 
devotional esthetics. His Encyclicals on the Scriptures meanwhile 
have been acclaimed by Christians of all communions. As to the practical 
relations in questions of public policy, between the communions, his 
steady stream of Christmas broadcasts on the need for a// men of goodwill 
to close the ranks of the theists and stand firm together against the 
onslaught of totalitarian ideas fatal to any belief in God at all, will 
certainly be the longest remembered, at large, of all his pronouncements. 
His five Peace Points of 1939 formed part of the joint platform of the 
Christian campaign in this country during the war; and they were sub- 
scribed to by the late Chief Rabbi. 
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In the field of the corporate works of mercy and charity, the Pope’s 
efforts on behalf of the Jews will also mark his pontificate as something 
decisive. Jewry has paid tributes to what he did, both before and during 
the war; both behind the scenes and in the light of publicity (as when he 
came to the aid of the Jewish community in Rome when a savage time- 
limit on the payment of their fine to Mussolini left them neither time nor 
means; both in sheltering Jews from all over Europe who could reach 
the Vatican City State, and in interceding for those who could not. 

In so far as it is the interest of the Councils of Christians and Jews 
throughout the world to facilitate good relations at the level of actual 
conduct and mutual charity, it is good to record the jubilee-in-action of a 
Christian leader whose policy at a critical period of history has been so 
continuous and so encouraging an example. 


@ Israel and the United Nations 

The admissions of Israel to the fellowship of the United Nations is, 
in the words of the Israeli Foreign Minister, Mr. Moshe Sharett, “a 
transition from political anonymity to recognition.” That much at 
least is gain. The anomalies of the earlier situation were too many and 
too confusing to warrant their indefinite continuance. 

Recognition of an established political fact, however, is not to be 
equated either with approval of the steps by which that fact has been 
achieved, or with agreement as to its implications. There are indeed very 
considerable difference of thought and feeling both amongst and between 
Christians and Jews in this country with regard to much that is involved 
in the establishment of the State of Israel. 

In this situation two considerations stand out as being of great im- 
portance. The first is that there is nothing to be gained by ignoring or 
minimising the seriousness of those differences, especially where they are 
most genuinely and sincerely felt. The right to hold different opinions in 
freedom and without prejudice to the maintenance of good human 
relations is, or should be, one of the most cherished of our democratic 
ideals. 

Secondly, there are today, as there have always been, Christians as 
well as Jews whose hopes in respect of the re-establishment of a Jewish 
State have been largely determined by the consideration of which President 
Weitzmann reminded the Israeli Constituent Assembly when he said, in 
the course of his opening Address: “In the ancient world this tiny country 
of ours raised the standard of spiritual revolt against tyranny and brute 
force. The law of Israel and the vision of her prophets founded a new 
ethic of the relations between man and man and led to a new ordering 
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of human society . . . The world is watching us now,” he said, “ to 
see what we choose for ourselves in ordering our lives, in what fashion 
we will shape our State.” 


We shall do well to watch, not in a spirit of hasty or self-righteous 
condemnation of failure to achieve that ideal quickly or easily, but with 
patience, a genuine desire to understand, and a readiness to co-operate 
wherever possible in the building up of sound and generous human 
relationships between Israel and her colleagues in the United Nations, and 
especially between Israel and her immediate neighbours. 


@ Antisemitism in the U.S.S.R. 

On May 4th, the centre-page of the Manchester Guardian carried an 
article by Alistair Cooke headed : * Signs of antisemitism in the Soviet 
Union.” This is likely to prove as embarrassing to whose who argue that 
there can be no antisemitism in the U.S.S.R. because persecution on 
racial grounds has been declared illegal by the Soviet Constitution, as it 
is to those who maintain that the State of Israel is already well on the way 
to joining the ranks of the Soviet satellite states. 

The evidence for this alleged growth of antisemitism, which is at 
present being collected by New York papers, is said by one of them to be 
“rolling out in black and white to confound the unbelieving.” It is 
concerned in the first place with the recent purges of the so-called ** home- 
less cosmopolitans,” who, according to Mr. A. Sofronov, the new 
ideological Gauleiter of Soviet dramatists, are hindering the creation of 
* artistic works of high ideological value which will help our great people 
to build Communism.” 

Most of the “homeless cosmopolitans * who have so far been 
publicly condemned by name are Jews. This, of course, may be simply 
due to the fact that Jews are, and always have been, prominent in the 
Soviet theatrical and artistic world and that a certain cosmopolitanism 
of outlook is common to Jews in any community. But there may be more 
to it than that. 

It seems probable that this present action against Jews (accompanied 
as it is by the revival of a long abandoned practice of printing in brackets 
the original names of those Jewish “* cosmopolitans ** who have adopted 
Russian names) has not been uninfluenced by the growth of a stronger 
community feeling among Jews in Russia as a result of the establishment 
of the State of Israel. Certainly the Soviet authorities, who were quite 
prepared to allow, if not to encourage, the movement of Jews from Soviet 
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controlled territories to Palestine at a time when that was most likely to 
embarrass Great Britain as the Mandatory Power, have recently changed 


their policy in this respect. 


It may be too early to determine whether all this really adds up to a 
recrudescence of antisemitism in Russia, but it is certainly not too soon to 
emphasise the need for keeping a careful watch on what might well 
develop into a very serious problem. 


LORD DARYNGTON, one of the four Vice-Presidents of the Council 
since its formation, died on May 10th. 
and increasing physical disabilities, he was a regular attender at our 
Annual Genera! Meetings and was ready at all times to help and advise. 
We give thanks for the encouragement and support of one who served 
his Church, his country and his fellow-men with untiring devotion. 


In spite of his many commitments 


About Ourselves 


@ A series of Sunday evening lectures 
has been arranged under the Council of 
Citizens of East London, with the 
general title Understanding our Neigh- 
hours. At the time of writing three of 
these lectures have already been held; 
the remainder will follow in June. In 
an article on earlier pages of this issue 
Hallam Tennyson discusses the value 
of the lectures, and describes other 
work done by the East London Group. 


@ We were recently able to arrange 
for members of a Christian youth club 
in Fulham to visit a Jewish club in 
Clapham, for a social and games 
evening. We hear that the visit is now 
to be reciprocated. 

If other clubs—either Christian or 
Jewish—would like similar exchange 
visits they can easily be arranged. Send 
your request to the Council's office at 


1624 Kingsway Chambers, Strand, 
W.C.2, 
@ Advance notice ! Week - end 


holiday conference for Christian and 
Jewish girls, to be held at Bracklesham 
Bay, near Chichester, on October 
2Ilst—23rd. Conference leadership is 
being supplied jointly by the As- 
sociation for Jewish Youth and the 
Y.W.C.A. Any girls in the “18 
upwards age group * who are interested 
should write for further particulars. 
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@ The Cardiff Council of Christians 
and Jews, in association with the 
Cardiff Business Men’s Club, held a 
well attended and successful 
public meeting on May 14th, with 
R. H. S. Crossman, M.P., as guest 
speaker. Mr. D. R. Prosser, editor of 
the Western Mail, was in the Chair. 
Mr. Crossman spoke on “ Race Re- 
lationships.” 

This meeting was well in the tradition 
of our Cardiff branch, which has public 
meetings with distinguished speakers 
as a regular feature of its programme. 

Incidentally Cardiff is now making 
a drive for covenanted subscriptions, 
so taking advantage of the Council’s 
charity status whereby we can recover 
from the Inland Revenue the income 
tax paid on all subscriptions made 
under seven-year covenants. We hope 
that other local councils will follow 
Cardiff’s example. 


@ In Bristol, the local Council of 
Christians and Jews held its Annual 
General Meeting early in May. The 
meeting was introduced by two short 
films, The Synagogue—one of a series 
of excellent films with the general title 
Palestine 2,000 Years Ago, and Make 
Way for Youth, a film showing how 
bigotry in a small town was overcome 
when the youth groups co-operated in 
setting up a common youth centre. 
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There are many films and film strips 
which might well be more widely used 
by other groups, in starting discussions 
at both public and private meetings. A 
comprehensive catalogue of these visual 
aids is now being compiled and will 
shortly be available to Local Councils. 


@ Dr. Robert Assagioli is a dis- 
tinguished Italian psychologist, and 
a prominent supporter of the Council 
of Christians and Jews in Florence. He 
was present as an Italian delegate at 
the 1948 International Conference of 
Christians and Jews at Fribourg. 
During his short visit to England a few 
weeks ago, therefore, we were privileged 


to have him as our guest at an informal 
meeting for some of his fellow- 
psychologists in London. Dr. Assagioli 
gave an instructive talk on the relation 
between psychology and group tensions, 
and in subsequent discussion he en- 
larged on the influence which modern 
educational methods can have on 
building up the right attitude of mind 
towards members of other community 
groups. 


Dr. Assagioli brought greetings to 
the Council of Christians and Jews in 
England from our friends in Italy, and 
he takes back with him our very good 
wishes for the work in his own country. 


Book Notes 


Trial and Error 


The Autobiography of Dr. Chaim 
Weizmann 


(Hamish Hamilton, London, 21/-) 


“An enormous amount will have 
to be left to trial and error, and we 
shall have to learn the hard way—by 
experience.” That is how Dr. 
Weizmann sees the future of the State 
of Israel, and he of all people speaks 
with authority for, as his book reveals, 
he has spent a lifetime learning the 
hard way himself, by the scientist's 
method of trial and error. 

Described as an autobiography, the 
book is, in fact, much more. True, 
it tells the story of a remarkable journey 
from the * half-town, half-village *’ of 
Motol in the Pripet Marshes, to the 
President’s residence in a State whose 
existence was hardly dreamed of when 
the journey began. But from the time 
when Chaim Weizmann left Berlin for 
Switzerland in 1878, at the age of 24, 
with his political outlook, his Zionist 
ideology and his scientific bent—in fact, 
all his life’s purposes—crystallised, his 
story broadens out into the history of a 
movement. It is, to quote his own 
perhaps over-modest description of it, 
** one of the many prefaces that may yet 
be written to the New History of 
Israel.” 

It is unlikely, however, that any 
other preface will contain as much 
material of such absorbing interest and 
importance as this one. Here are in- 
numerable biological notes and sketches 
of friends and colleagues, of critics and 


opponents, drawn with a candowr and 
sincerity that may sometimes flatter 
and sometimes_hurt, but which never 
fail to interest. 

Here, too, there is much that will help 
to a better understanding of Zionism 
as for example in the following extract 
from a letter written by Dr. Weizmann 
to Lady Crewe in November, 1914: 
“We have the right to be treated as 
normal human beings, capable of 
entering into the family of nations as 
an equal, and to be masters of our own 
destiny. We hate equally anti-Semitism 
and _ philo-Semitism. Both are de- 
grading. We are conscious of the fact 
that we have contriubted our share 
towards progress and shall continue 
to do so in a higher degree when we 
can live as free men in our own free 
country.” 

But Dr. Weizmann was never under 
any illusions as to the difficulties to be 
faced. “ For he wrote, there 
was never a royal road, a short cut.” 
Again, referring to the belief of Herzl 
and many of his colleagues of the early 
days of the Movement that “Zionism 
meant an immediate solution of the 
problems besetting their sorely tried 
people,’ he affirms that “ there is no 
immediate solution of great historic 
problems. There is only movement in 
the direction of the solution.” 

His condemnation of the resort to 
terrorism as “tragic, futile and un- 
Jewish’ and his plea for justice 
which * must be equal for everyone,” 
for education, which must be free from 
class divisions and party control, and 
for the development of * honesty and 
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ERRATUM—The film “ Intolerance” mentioned on p. 28 of our May-June issue as being in the Central 


Film Library, is in the National Film Library at the office 


s of the British Film Institute. 


frank relations with the world outside ” 
all indicate the means by which he 
himself expects difficulties to be over- 
come. 


It is a tragic footnote to the story of 


his long, intimate and friendly relations 


with Great Britain that the last page of 


the book should record that when he 
left New York en route for Europe and 
Palestine, whither he had been sum- 
moned as first President of Israel in 
May, 1948. he no longer felt free to 
carry out his original intention of 
visiting this country. Time will un- 
doubtedly ease that strained relation- 
ship. In the meantime it is pleasant to 
record that there is less to regret than 
to be deeply grateful for, in what will 
surely rank as one of the great books 
of our time. 


W.W.S. 


Your Jewish Neighbour 
By Myer Domnitz 
(Phe Woburn Press. 9d.) 


This is a selection of short articles on 
Jewish faith and life by Mr. Myer 
Domnitz, Secretary and Education 
Officer of the Central Jewish Lecture 
Committee. These articles, originally 
published in various religious journals, 
are addressed primarily to the Christian 
reader. Both the Christian and his 
Jewish neighbour, however, will find 
much to interest and help them in the 
direction of achieving a greater degree 


of mutual understanding. Mr. Domnitz 
is to be congratulated, not only on the 
appearance of this collection of articles, 
but also on the splendid work of his 
Committee which is doing so much to 
break down those barriers of ignorance 
and prejudice which have for so long 
kept Jews and Christians apart. 

(Copies of this pamphlet may be obtained direct 
from the Council's office: Price 9d. post free 10d.) 


The Shema 


Explained for young children 
By Rev. Leslie 1. Edgar, M.A. 
//lustrations by Julia Lowenthal 

(Liberal Jewish Synagogue. 3/6) 


Every Jewish child for centuries past 
has been taught as the first introduction 
to the faith of his fathers to recite the 
Shema: “ Hear, O Israel, the Lord our 
God, the Lord is One.”” Here he will 
find, both the Hebrew words, and what 
they mean in English, and the Rev. 
Leslie Edgar has written a simple 
explanation of what the verses have to 
teach. Julia Lowenthal has made things 
still more clear with a series of drawings 
calculated to win the heart of any child. 

Altogether a delightful production, 
which, should it happen to fall into the 
hands of a Christian child, or even of a 
Christian Sunday School teacher, would 
do much to help interpret some of the 
simplest and at the same time loftiest 
teachings of the Jewish religion. 
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THE SUMMER SCHOOL 
OF THE 

COUNCIL OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS 
4 WILL BE HELD AT 


HIGH LEIGH, HODDESDON, HERTS. 
from MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 to FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 
Inclusive accommodation charge : £3 10s. Od. 


To the Secretary, 

a Council of Christians and Jews, 

Kingsway Chambers, 162a Strand, London, W.C.2. 

Please enrol me for the Summer School. 

Name (block letters please) 


ADDRESS 


Their Cork-Tips make 
smoking Caner’ 


Willsons | 
Cuaven 4 FASHION SHOPS 


Hammersmith, Peckham, Hounslow 


made with and all over the Country. Write | 
b for address of nearest Branch. | 
rich, fine tobacco Head Office, Marble Arch House, | 


46-50, Edgware Road, W.2. 
(Postage will be paid) 


“WILL NOT AFFECT YOUR THROAT 


‘Common Ground "is published by Newman Wolsey of 244, High Holborn, W C.1 on behalf of the 
Council of Christians and Jews, and is printed by the Holborn Press of 244, High Holborn, W.C.1 
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